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]845-1855 B-3224 - B-3233 
(>2b 900 Light St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

This group of houses located along the west side of the 900 block of Light 
St. were originally all built as two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses 
with gable roofs, much like the houses to the west along Hamburg and Hennetts 
Streets. Many,, however, have since been enlarged to a full three stones In 
height and now have shed roofs and bracketed cornices. Most currently serve a 
mixed commercial/residential use. The houses located in the southern half of 
the block, south of Wheeling St. (916-926 Light St.) were built by John S Gittings 
as part of his development of the unit block of Hamburg St.; those hosues located 
to the north of Wheeling St. (900-914 Light St.) were built by a variety of 
individual owners. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story, two bay brick building with gablersroof is one 
of the few surviving.-with roof, unchanged of:Jthe original gable roofed houses 
built on this site in the late 1840's, and which formed part of a group of 
such houses extending along this side of Light St. The first floor has been 
converted into a shop-front. 

The house is three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupies a lot 80 1/2' 
deep. There is a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension 
which connects the main house to a two story high, five bay deep rear addition. 
The house is constructed in running bond. The low-pitched gable roof has a two-
tier brick cornice. There is a double rectangular chimney located along the 
north side of the house, on the rear roof gable. 

The second floor window openings have splayed brick lintels; the third floor 
window openings have no lintels. The sills are wood. All of the window openings 
are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor has been converted into ^ ^ 
a shop-front consisting of a recessed door set in the southernmost bay, flankec 
by a two-sided projecting plate-glass shop window set on a brick base. A deep 
cornice extends across the entire store-front area. It is composed of a projecting 
crown molding and a plain freize area set above a deep, lower freize area 
consisting of four rectangular wooden panels. The entrance is reached by one 
wide stone step. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a large group of three story, 
gable-roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the area surrounding the Cross 
St. Market to serve as combination residences/store-fronts. The first floor area 
served as a store-front and the family lived on the two floors above. Buildings such 
as this served the needs of a growing community which was attracting an influx of 
small shop-keepers to provide goods and services for the local residents. The builder 
of this house, Milton Webb, operated a grocery at this location in the early 1850's, 

J^'efore moving to a location further north on Light St.l Webb seems to have enjoyed 
a side-line as a small-scale builder—he also built, and then immediately sold, the 
2 1/2 story house at 117 E. Montgomery St. (1840). 

LBaltimore City Directory, 1853-54 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Baltimore City 
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